88                  FORTY YEARS IN INDIA.
In Naini Tal I was the guest of the leading Hindu,
and during my stay he threw open his home to all classes
of Indians who might wish to meet me. During the final
evening of my stay he sent out an invitation to the leading
members of the Indian community, and after an intensely
interesting meeting, a silver salver was taken round among
the guests and a generous amount raised for The Salvation
Army.
The same gentleman presided for me at a public meeting
in Almorah, and made a speech warmly commending the
work of The Army. The English District Magistrate
afterwards said to him, " Sadar Amin Sahib, you have
always been known to be a strict Hindu. How is it that
you presided at The Salvation Army Meeting ? " " Had
I seen Christianity before like this," he replied, " I should
myself have been a Christian."
Similar receptions were accorded to us in Lucknow,
Allahabad, and Benares. If Officers had been available
for us to take advantage of this flowing tide, the same
scenes which were witnessed in Gujarat and Ceylon would
doubtless have been repeated in the United Provinces.
But our hands were full, and it was impossible for us to
enter the many doors of opportunity that presented them-
selves to us.
It was not till ten years later, in 1892, that our first
Boom March* was arranged. It met with considerable
success, but we were again unable to take full advantage
of it through the shortage of Officers, and the urgent needs
of other fields.
In February, 1895, another Boom March was arranged
under the leadership of an able and energetic European
Officer, assisted by a party of forty Gujarati Officers.
More than thirty Corps were opened, and a work organized
which has been maintained ever since. While not equalling
other parts of India, owing to the scattered nature of the
population among whom we work, our Officers have
plodded on with a persistence and courage beyond praise.
*See Chapter VII for an explanation of Boom Marches.